Joint Committee on Higher Education
Bill Summary

[image: Shape]
BILL NUMBER: House, No. 4044
TITLE: An Act relative to tuition and student loan reimbursement in gateway cities
SPONSORS: Rep. Rita Mendes (Brockton) 
HEARING DATE: July 18th, 2025 
REPORTING DEADLINE: September 16th, 2025 
PRIOR HISTORY: New file. 
CURRENT LAW:  
M.G.L. c. 15A — Public Education 
M.G.L. c. 112 — Registration of certain professions and occupations 
 SUMMARY: 
This bill provides that, subject to appropriation, any physician, dentist, or nurse (including physicians assistants and dental hygienists) licensed in Massachusetts pursuant to Chapter 112 shall be eligible for tuition reimbursements for their undergraduate, dental, medical, or nursing school tuition paid, or student loans incurred. To be eligible, the medical professional must have attended a school in the United States and must currently be practicing in a Gateway City, which is a defined as a municipality with a population greater than 35,000 and less than 250,000 with a median household income below the commonwealth's average and a rate of educational attainment of a bachelor's degree or above that is below the Commonwealth's average. The bill further provides that the tuition reimbursement shall be equal to 10% of the total tuition paid or student loans incurred and shall only be payable after the recipient has practiced in a gateway municipality for 10 years. 
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