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BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1436 
TITLE: An Act relative to debt-free public higher education 
SPONSORS: Rep. Natalie Higgins (Leominster) and Rep. Carmine Gentile (Concord)
HEARING DATE: July 18th, 2025 
REPORTING DEADLINE: September 16th, 2025 
PRIOR HISTORY: 
2023-2024 (H.1265). Referred to and heard by the Joint Committee on Higher Education. No further action. 
2021-2022 (H.1339). Accompanied a new draft (H.4694). Referred to the Committee on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently. Reportedly favorably to House Ways and Means. 
2019-2020 (H.1229). Ordered to a House study (H.5209). 
CURRENT LAW:  
M.G.L. c. 15A— Public Education 
M.G.L. c. 15A, § 1— Policy and Goals: This section lays out the goals and mission of the state system of public higher education. 
SUMMARY: 
This bill amends Chapter 15A, Section 1, to declare it to be the policy of the Commonwealth to guarantee free public higher education as a right for all residents. 
The bill also directs the Board of Higher Education to establish a grant program to pay for all mandatory tuition and fees for any eligible student—defined as anyone admitted to a Massachusetts public institution of higher education who has: (i) attended high school in Massachusetts for 3 or more years, (ii) graduated high school or attained a GED, or (iii) is currently a student at a MA public higher education institution qualifying for in-state tuition under federal regulations— at any public college or university, including certificate and vocational programs at public institutions. Pell-eligible students shall receive additional grants to cover the full cost of attendance, including books and supplies, housing, transportation, and personal expenses. 
The bill further stipulates that this grant program shall supplement and not replace other state aid, federal aid, institutional aid, or gifts. The Board of Higher Education must promulgate regulations to ensure that funds from this program do not affect eligibility for other financial aid programs. 
The bill also clarifies that vocational training institutions are eligible and that there are no restrictions on a student’s choice of academic program. 
Finally, the bill requires the Board of Higher Education to provide annual notice of eligibility to all eligible students and all new graduates of MA high schools or GED programs and maintain a database of all currently or potentially eligible students. 
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