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CURRENT LAW:

M.G.L. c. 32 § 1004 — Killed —in-line-of-duty benefits: A one-time $300,000 payment will be made
to the family of public safety employees who are killed or sustained injuries that resulted in their
death while performing their duties. Specifically, subsection (c) of this section defines “deceased
public safety employee” to mean any firefighter, any call, volunteer, auxiliary, intermittent, or
reserve firefighter, any call, volunteer, auxiliary, intermittent, or reserve emergency medical
services provider who is a member of a police or fire department and not subject to chapter 152,
any police officer, any auxiliary, intermittent, part-time, or reserve police officer, any police officer
employed by a public higher education institution under section 5 of chapter 15A, any public
prosecutor, any municipal or public emergency medical technician and a correction officer who
was killed in the line of duty or sustained injuries on duty that led to their death. Subsection (d)
defines “family” as the surviving spouse of the deceased public safety employee, or if there is no
surviving spouse, the child or children of the deceased public safety employee, or if there are no
children, the parents of the deceased public safety employee.

SUMMARY:

The bill amends section 100A of chapter 32 by striking out the phrase “and who is not subject to
chapter 152 and inserting in its place language that would allow the family of a deceased public
safety employee who is subject to chapter 152 (workers’ compensation) to have the option to
choose the benefits in this section or those pursuant to chapter 152.



