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CURRENT LAW:  M.G.L. c. 51 § 1 – Qualifications of voters 

This section of MGL establishes the basic qualifications for voter registration. It states that every 

citizen of the United States who is 18 years of age or older, a resident of a Massachusetts city or 

town, not otherwise disqualified (such as by reason of criminal conviction or guardianship status 

as outlined in other sections), is qualified to register to vote in elections held in the 

Commonwealth. It also specifies that voter registration must comply with constitutional and 

statutory requirements regarding residence, citizenship, and age.  

 

SUMMARY:  

This bill seeks to provide legal voting rights in municipal elections to 16 and 17 year olds in any 

election for local offices, local ballot questions, and town meeting in the Town of Acton. The 

office of the town clerk shall establish a separate registration list for local voters aged 16 or 17 

who shall fill out an alternative registration form. 


