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CURRENT LAW:  

  

M.G.L. c. 54 § 25(b)(h) – Early voting; application for early voting ballots; early voting period, 

sites and lists; counting of early voting ballots: Requires the Secretary of the Commonwealth to 

send official early voting ballots to each city or town at least 21 days before every biennial state 

election. The ballots must be similar to the ones used on election day and provided in quantities 

determined necessary by the secretary. 

 

M.G.L. c. 54 § 87(a) –  Preparation of absent voting ballots, envelopes, instructions:  

Requires the Secretary of the Commonwealth prepare official absentee voting ballots before each 

biennial state election. These ballots must be similar to the official election day ballots but printed 

on differently colored paper to distinguish them. 

    

 

SUMMARY:  

This bill requires that early voting and absentee ballots be identical in all respects to the official 

ballots, rather than simply similar. 

 


