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Similar Matters:   N/A 

 

CURRENT LAW:  

  

M.G.L. c. 54 § 44 – Official ballots: Sets formatting standards for official ballots. It specifies the 

size, paper type, ink color, text orientation, and font size for candidates' names, with larger capital 

letters required for certain high-profile offices like president, vice president, and U.S. senator. 

 

    

SUMMARY:  

This bill requires all ballots be uniform in size, material, and content for all voters, whether marked 

by hand or using a ballot-marking device. It also prohibits tabulating votes from barcodes, QR 

codes, or any non-human-readable marks, mandating that votes be counted only from the 

selections visibly marked by the voter, except in limited cases where non-uniform ballots are 

necessary to comply with federal law or specific counting methods. 

 


