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CURRENT LAW:  

  

M.G.L. c. 53 § 11 – Certificates of nomination and nomination papers; objections; filing: 

When nomination papers have been properly filed and are in conformity with the law, they shall 

be valid unless written objections are made either to the Secretary of the Commonwealth for state 

offices or with municipal clerks for municipal offices.  

 

    

SUMMARY:  

[A neutral summary of the changes to current law proposed by the bill]  

  

The bill requires candidates seeking state, municipal or county office to, prior to the deadline for 

nomination papers, submit an affidavit affirming they meet the residency requirement for that 

office. Challenges to such affidavits must be submitted to the town or city clerk for municipal 

office or to the Secretary of State for state or county office no less than 10 days before the date 

when a candidate can withdraw their candidacy. Candidates found to not satisfy residency 

requirements after a challenge will have their nomination withdrawn. The Secretary of State is 

directed to establish the relevant rules and regulations on how to execute this.  

 

 


