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	BILL NUMBER
	Senate, No. 697

	TITLE
	An Act to increase access to nurse-midwifery services

	SPONSORS
	Senators Crighton, Comerford, and Eldridge; Representative Howard of Lowell

	HEARING DATE
	Tuesday, April 29, 2025 at 10:00 AM - 02:00 PM, A-2                                                                                                                          

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	H1127, An Act to increase access to nurse-midwifery services (Decker)

	PRIOR HISTORY
193rd Session: Favorable Report to SWM 

	CURRENT LAW
Chapter 32A (Contributory Group General or Blanket Insurance for Persons in Service of the Commonwealth)
Chapter 175 (Insurance)
Chapter 176A (Non-Profit Hospital Service Corporations)
Chapter 176B (Medical Service Corporations)
Chapter 176G (Health Maintenance Organizations)

	SUMMARY
Section 1: Amends chapter of the MGL governing GIC insurance for commonwealth employees by adding coverage for services from certified nurse midwives. Some additional requirements added to ensure quality and affordability of services. Requires that insurers cannot reduce payment to physicians to achieve these requirements. Section 2: Amends chapter of the MGL governing midwife benefits covered by insurance to require that midwives are paid the same as a licenses physician offering the same services. Requires that insurers cannot reduce payment to physicians to achieve this requirement. Section 3: Amends chapter of the MGL governing non-profit hospital service corporations to require that these hospitals must offer midwife services to all patients who live or primarily work in Massachusetts. Some additional requirements added to ensure quality and affordability of services. Requires that insurers cannot reduce payment to physicians to achieve these requirements. Section 4: Amends chapter of the MGL governing midwife benefits covered by medical service corporations to require that midwives are paid the same as a licenses physician offering the same services. Requires that insurers cannot reduce payment to physicians to achieve this requirement. Section 5: Amends chapter of the MGL governing HMO’s to require that midwife services are covered under health maintenance contracts. Some additional requirements added to ensure quality and affordability of services. Requires that insurers cannot reduce payment to physicians to achieve these requirements.
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