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	BILL NUMBER
	Senate, No. 716

	TITLE
	An Act relative to telehealth parity for nutrition counseling

	SPONSORS
	Senator Cyr

	HEARING DATE
	Tuesday, April 29, 2025 at 10:00 AM - 02:00 PM, A-2                                                                                                                          

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	H1288, An Act relative to telehealth parity for nutrition counseling (Philips)

	PRIOR HISTORY
193rd Session: Favorable Report

	CURRENT LAW
Chapter 32A (Contributory Group General or Blanket Insurance for Persons in Service of the Commonwealth)
Chapter 118E (Division of Medical Assistance)
Chapter 175 (Insurance)
Chapter 176A (Non-Profit Hospital Service Corporations)
Chapter 176B (Medical Service Corporations)
Chapter 176G (Health Maintenance Organizations)
Chapter 176I (Preferred Provider Arrangements)

	SUMMARY
This bill seeks to amend healthcare payment systems in Massachusetts to address medical nutrition therapy and behavioral health services. It defines "medical nutrition therapy" as nutrition-related care provided by licensed dietitians or nutritionists aimed at preventing, managing, and treating diseases or conditions. A key provision mandates that payment rates for in-network providers offering behavioral health and medical nutrition therapy via interactive audio-video technology or audio-only phone communications must be equal to the rates for in-person services.
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