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	BILL NUMBER
	Senate, No. 953

	TITLE
	An Act expanding the community college training incentive program

	SPONSORS
	Senator Velis; Representative Scanlon of North Attleborough

	HEARING DATE
	Thursday, September 11, 2025 at 01:00 PM - 05:00 PM, A-1                                                                                                          

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	H.1457

	PRIOR HISTORY
S.1088 of the 2019/2020 Legislative Session was reported favorably by the Joint Committee on Labor and Development and referred to Senate Ways and Means, no further action taken. S.1221 of the 2021/2022 Legislative Session was reported favorably by the Joint Committee on Labor and Development and referred to Senate Ways and Means, no further action taken. S.1232 of the 2023/2024 Legislative Session was attached to a favorable report of S.1186 by the Joint Committee on Labor and Workforce Development and referred to Senate Ways and Means, no further action. 

	SUMMARY
This bill expands the community college training incentive programs by making credit-bearing courses eligible for grant consideration. Currently, only not-for-credit courses are eligible. This bill expands eligible revenues for grant awards to include tuition and fees for not-for-credit courses and service contracts. Grants can be used to expand and promote credit-bearing course offerings and reports on the quality of credit-bearing course instruction are required.
SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY:
SECTION 1:
Amends section 15F of chapter 15A to include credit-bearing classes in the community college workforce training incentive program. Includes minimum requirements for the level of credit-bearing instruction to be provided by incentive grant recipients. Redefines eligible revenue for grants awards as tuition and fees paid by students and by Massachusetts employers on behalf of employees for credit-bearing classes. Allows incentive grants to be used to expand and promote credit-bearing course offerings. Requires reports on the levels of credit-bearing instruction.  
SECTION 2:
Expands the definition of eligible revenues to include revenues from service contracts with Commonwealth employers to provide not-for-credit and credit-bearing vocationally-oriented training in section 15F of chapter 15A.
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