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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 768

	TITLE
	An Act relative to certified medical directors at skilled nursing facilities

	SPONSORS
	Representative Gordon of Bedford

	HEARING DATE
	Tuesday, September 16, 2025 at 10:00 AM - 01:00 PM, A-2

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	H.797, An Act requiring the certification of medical directors in skilled nursing facilities, S.483, An Act providing for certification of skilled nursing facility medical directors, S.488, An Act requiring the certification of medical directors in skilled nursing facilities.  

	PRIOR HISTORY
193rd Session (2023-2024): H.628 was referred to the committee on Elder Affairs and accompanied a study order, H4537. 

	CURRENT LAW
M.G.L. c. 111 governs the Department of Public Health (DPH) including regulation and oversight of hospitals, nursing facilities, and similar initiatives.  
Section 71 of c. 111 governs the licensing of convalescent and nursing homes, infirmaries, etc. under DPH 

	SUMMARY
H.768 requires that all nursing facilities contract with a certified medical director. If the medical director was already employed in a nursing facility as of January 1, 2025, they have until January 1, 2030, to become a certified medical director. 
SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY 
Section 1 provides definitions of “certified medical director”, “department” and “skilled nursing facility” 
Section 2  
(a) Prohibits skilled nursing facilities from hiring an individual as a medical director if said individual is not a certified medical director. 
(b) Requires medical directors already employed in a skilled nursing facility as of January 1, 2025, to become a certified medical director by January 1, 2030.   
Section 3  
(a) Requires skilled nursing facilities to submit to the following information about its medical director to the DPH as part of their license application or renewal: 
- Criminal history 
- Resume 
- Proof of certification or expected date of certification 
 (c) Requires skilled nursing facilities to notify DPH of any changes in its medical director by submitting the information in subsection (a) within 10 calendar days 
(d) Requires that all skilled nursing facilities to submit to DPH t the information required in subsection (a) by June 30, 2026.   
Section 4 Requires fines of not less than $500 or imprisonment for six months as punishment for those who represent themselves to be a certified medical director without having been duly certified 
Section 5 Requires DPH to submit a report to the clerks of the senate and house of representatives and the joint committee on public health by January 1, 2033 on  a permanent requirement for skilled nursing facilities to contract with certified medical directors, including  recommendations for  legislation, regulations, policies or procedures related to certified medical directors.  
Section 6 and 7 sets a sunset date of January 1, 2035, for Sections 1 through 4.  
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