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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 798

	TITLE
	An Act requiring dignity, privacy, and safety for residents in nursing homes and rest homes

	SPONSORS
	Representative Walsh of Peabody

	HEARING DATE
	Tuesday, September 16, 2025 at 10:00 AM - 01:00 PM, A-2

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	None. 

	PRIOR HISTORY
2023-2024 (H.655): Referred to the committee on Elder Affairs and accompanied a study order. 

	CURRENT LAW
M.G.L. c. 111 governs the Department of Public Health (DPH)  including regulation and oversight of hospitals, nursing facilities, and similar initiatives.   
Section 3 of M.G.L 111 outlines the duties and responsibilities of the Public Health Council. 
Section 71 of M.G.L 111 outlines the licensure and suitability standards for infirmary maintained in a town, a convalescent or nursing home, a rest home, a charitable home for the aged or an intermediate care facility for persons with an intellectual disability under the Department of Public Health (DPH).  

	SUMMARY
H.798 requires skilled nursing facilities to submit a plan to DPH that outlines how they will care for residents with dignity and guarantee single occupancy rooms and bathrooms to all residents by July 1st, 2027. This bill allows residents to request a shared room in the cases of marriage or partnership, family relationships, and if social stimulation is part of an individual’s care plan. Additionally, facilities are required to provide in-room dining to residents at no extra cost. Failure to comply with these guidelines results in a $1,000 fine per day for each room considered to be out of compliance with these regulations.  
SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY 
Section 1 requires skilled nursing facilities to submit a plan to the DPH detailing how they will treat residents with dignity, as well as incorporate dignified care into staff trainings and orientations.  
Section 2 requires these plans to include how the facility will guarantee single occupancy rooms with individual bathrooms to all residents by July 1, 2027. Allows DPH to provide an extension in cases where applications demonstrate a good faith effort towards complying with this requirement.  
Section 3 prohibits residents of nursing homes or rest homes from being compelled to live in a room with a roommate. Allows residents to share a room under with their spouse/partner, family members or if their treatment plan requires stimulation to minimize deterioration. Requires DPH to promulgate regulations defining semi-private rooms, including sufficient space to provide privacy and space for beds, storage, and other personal items. 
Section 4 requires nursing homes and rest homes to provide residents the option of  in-room dining at no additional cost. 
Section 5 prohibits nursing homes or rest homes from having rooms with three or more residents. 
Section 6 requires a fine of $1,000 per day for each room found to be deficient for nursing homes or rest homes failing to comply with the requirements of this act.  
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