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	BILL NUMBER
	Senate, No. 773

	TITLE
	An Act expanding access to mental health services

	SPONSORS
	Senators Keenan, Rausch, and Eldridge

	HEARING DATE
	Tuesday, September 9, 2025 at 10:30 AM - 01:00 PM, A-2                                                                                                                                

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	H1131, An Act expanding access to mental health services (Decker)

	PRIOR HISTORY
Study

	CURRENT LAW
Chapter 32A (Contributory Group General or Blanket Insurance for Persons in the Service of the Commonwealth) 
Chapter 118E (Division of Medical Assistance) 
Chapter 123 (Mental Health)
Chapter 175 (Insurance) 
Chapter 176A (Non-Profit Hospital Service Corporations)
Chapter 176B (Medical Service Corporations)
Chapter 176G (Health Maintenance Organizations) 

	SUMMARY
Aligns the approval process for psychiatric units in acute care hospitals with the approval process for freestanding psychiatric facilities. Waives application fees for mobile integrated health services that have a behavioral health focus. Aligns coverage requirements of behavioral health crisis services required in Chapter 177 with how these services are delivered after the changes made by the Roadmap for Behavioral Health Reform and ensures commercial coverage of these services, including commercial coverage for behavioral health evaluations performed in emergency departments. Addresses regulatory barriers related to Chapter 177’s elimination of prior authorization for inpatient psychiatric services. Improves access to behavioral health services by expanding the number of behavioral health settings that must be covered without prior authorization. Requires medical necessity is determined by the patient’s treating clinician and noted in the patient’s medical record. Allows qualified physician assistants to admit psychiatric patients and codifies regulations promulgated by the department of public health that expand the definition of licensed mental health professionals to include master’s level clinicians working towards licensure.
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