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	BILL NUMBER
	Senate, No. 708

	TITLE
	An Act preserving access to treatment for patients with serious mental illnesses 

	SPONSORS
	Senator Cronin; Representative Connolly of Cambridge

	HEARING DATE
	Tuesday, September 9, 2025 at 10:30 AM - 01:00 PM, A-2                                                                                                                                

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	N/A

	PRIOR HISTORY
New

	CURRENT LAW
Chapter 118E (Division of Medical Assistance) 
Chapter 176O (Health Insurance Consumer Protections)

	SUMMARY
The bill aims to improve access to medications for individuals with serious mental illnesses in Massachusetts by amending existing laws to ensure that these medications are dispensed promptly. It specifically defines "serious mental illness" to include conditions such as bipolar disorders, major depressive disorders, obsessive-compulsive disorders, schizophrenia, and post-traumatic stress disorder, as outlined in the latest edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. The legislation seeks to eliminate barriers to medication access by prohibiting carriers, utilization review organizations, and the division responsible for health insurance benefits from implementing prior authorization requirements, step therapy protocols, or any restrictive measures that could delay access to FDA-approved drugs for these conditions. The overall goal is to ensure individuals diagnosed with serious mental illnesses receive timely and unrestricted access to the medications they need.
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