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CURRENT LAW: 

Section 84 of Chapter 179 of the Acts of 2022 authorizes 10 cities and towns to require new building 

construction or major renovation projects to be fossil fuel-free, but with two important provisos: (1) each 

community must first meet the 10% affordable housing target set by state law (chapter 40B); and (2) each 

must exempt life sciences labs and health care facilities from the all-electric requirement. The Municipal 

Fossil Fuel Free Building Demonstration Program required by this section is administered by the 

Department of Energy Resources (DOER). 

Subsection (c) of Section 84 states that DOER shall consider approvals for the program in the order that 

municipalities have submitted home rule petitions to the Legislature.  In lieu of a municipality meeting 

the criteria to participate in the program, DOER may consider substitute communities irrespective of the 

order that municipalities submitted home rule petitions to the Legislature. 

 

SUMMARY: 

Section 1 would increase the number of cities and towns that can participate in the Municipal Fossil Fuel 

Free Building Demonstration Program from 10 to 20 municipalities. 

 

Sections 2 and 3 amend Section 84 of Chapter 179 of the Acts of 2022 to state that DOER shall consider 

approvals for this program in the order that applications are submitted to the department, rather than in the 

order that municipalities submit home rule petitions to the Legislature. It further states that DOER may 

consider substitute communities for the program irrespective of the order that applications were received, 

rather than irrespective of the order that home rule petitions were submitted to the General Court. 

 

Section 4 authorizes DOER, in consultation with the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental 

Affairs and the Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development,* to promulgate regulations to 

implement these sections. The regulations must be promulgated by July 1, 2026. 

 

*Note: This bill incorrectly refers to the Executive Office of Housing and Economic 

Development, which was split into two cabinet-level offices in 2023 (the Executive Office of 

Housing and Livable Communities and the Executive Office of Economic Development). 


