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CURRENT LAW:

Chapter 8 of the Acts of 2021 establishes a number of initiatives administered by the Department of
Energy Resources (DOER), including the requirement for the department to develop a municipal opt-in
specialized stretch energy code that includes net-zero building performance standards and a definition of a
net-zero building not later than 18 months from the effective date of this act. DOER may phase in
requirements for this specialized code based on building types, uses, or load profiles.

SUMMARY:

This bill requires the DOER Commissioner to analyze any regulations proposed or promulgated by the
department pursuant to Chapter 8 of the Acts of 2021. DOER’s analysis shall include an assessment of
increased costs of compliance for each regulation compared to the absence of each provision. It shall also
examine the aggregate compliance cost with all provisions related to housing affordability. Finally, it
shall identify incentives, subsidies, and other programs that could offset the increased compliance costs to
ensure that DOER’s proposed regulations are at a minimum, neutral to housing production costs. The
DOER commissioner is required to file a report on this analysis by December 31, 2026.



