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CURRENT LAW:

Section 13 of Chapter 188 of the Acts of 2016 builds on previous gas leaks legislation (An Act Relative to
Natural Gas Leaks, Ch. 149 of the Acts of 2014) to repair Grade 3 leaks with significant environmental
impacts before other Grade 3 leaks. The provision further states that the Department of Public Utilities
shall provide cost recovery to the local gas companies for repairs. Said repairs shall be part of the most
cost-effective timeline for repairs under a gas system enhancement plan (GSEP) submitted to DPU under
section 145 of chapter 164 of the General Laws, without a reduction to the recovery for eligible pipe
replacement.

SUMMARY:

This legislation would clarify Section 13 of Chapter 188 of the Acts of 2016 to state that DPU shall
provide local gas companies with cost recovery for expenses incurred from the following specific
methods: 1) the use of advanced leak repair technology and 2) the use of utility-scale non-emitting
renewable thermal energy infrastructure. The DPU would no longer provide cost recovery for repairs of
Grade 3 leaks with significant environmental impacts if those repairs didn’t utilize either of the above
specific methods.



