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CURRENT LAW:

Under current law, the DEP accounts for greenhouse gas emissions coming from the distribution of
electricity, including transmission and distribution line losses. The MATH Act requires the DEP to do a
similar type of accounting for the gas distribution system.

SUMMARY:
SECTION 1: amends the definition of “carbon dioxide equivalent” by requiring it to be calculated for a
timeframe of 20 years and 100 years.

SECTION 2: amends the definition of “statewide greenhouse gas emissions” by adding emissions from
the distribution and use of natural gas, and by requiring GHG emissions to be calculated for a timeframe
of 20 years and 100 years.

SECTION 3: Requires ongoing monitoring of greenhouse gas emissions in the commonwealth using (i)
statistically significant sampling methods and locations; (ii) continuous or near continuous direct
measurements of atmospheric greenhouse gas emissions with significant environmental impact, including
carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and hydrofluorocarbons.

Emissions data collected would be: (i) publicly available for research; (ii) compared annually to the
emissions data in the greenhouse gas emissions inventory and (iii) analyzed to evaluate the source of any
significant difference between emissions data collected under this section and emissions data reported
under section 2(c) of Chapter 21N. The department would report such analysis with the statewide
greenhouse gas emissions inventory.



