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CURRENT LAW:

M.G.L. c. 164, § 145 - Plan for replacement or improvement of aging or leaking natural gas
infrastructure): Requires each gas company to file a formal plan (a Gas System Enhancement Plan,
“GSEP”) with the Department of Public Utilities (DPU) to address aging or leak-prone natural gas
infrastructure in the interest of public safety and to reduce lost and unaccounted-for gas.

SUMMARY:

This bill would require gas companies to submit their formal plan to replace leak-prone natural gas
infrastructure with the municipality in question, in addition to filing with the DPU. It also inserts a
requirement that the plan be for a minimum of 4 years and must include a list of all street segments and
priority rating of those segments. The affected municipality would then have 4 months to review and
submit objections or recommendations for repair, retirement or for other non-pipeline alternatives. Notice
of any objections would become part of the approved plan.

The bill would allow DPU to modify a plan prior to approval at the request of the municipality, not just
the gas company. DPU may issue preliminary acceptance of the plan in whole or in part only after any
municipal objection has been resolved.

Except for emergency conditions and other changes due to adjustments to pipe segment priorities, there
will be no plan reimbursement for any leak-prone pipe project that either was not listed in a plan in the
past 2 years or that has received a municipal objection which had not been resolved either by agreement
or department decision.



