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CURRENT LAW:

The Fossil Fuel-Free Building Demonstration Program was created by Section 84 of Chapter 179 of the
Acts of 2022 (the 2022 climate law). It allows a limited number of Massachusetts cities and towns to
restrict or prohibit fossil fuel infrastructure (like natural gas, oil, or propane piping) in new construction
and major renovation projects, as part of a pilot effort to study the impacts of “fossil fuel-free” local
building requirements. Under the existing DOER regulations (225 CMR 24.03) and Section 84, some
municipalities were designated as “prioritized communities” for participation in the pilot project (which
allows certain towns and cities to ban fossil fuels in new construction and major renovations).

SUMMARY:

This bill prevents any municipality that withdrew its local approval for participation in the demonstration
project to be considered a “prioritized community” for the purposes of demonstration project
participation.

It also requires DOER to admit to the demonstration project any municipality, upon the municipality’s
request, that received local approval and submitted a home rule petition prior to the initial promulgation
of regulations by the department of energy resources pursuant to subsection (f) of said section 84.



