
JOINT COMMITTEE ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS, UTILITIES, AND ENERGY 

  

BILL SUMMARY 

 

BILL NO.                           H.4036 

 

TITLE:                                An Act authorizing the town of Brookline to adopt green zoning by-laws  
    and regulations 

 

SPONSOR:                         Representative Tommy Vitolo 

 

COMMITTEE:                   Telecommunications, Utilities, and Energy 

 

HEARING DATE:             October 29, 2025 

 

PRIOR HISTORY:            2023-2024: H.3850, heard by TUE. Accompanied a study order, see  
    H.4778 

 

CURRENT LAW: 

Section 3 of Chapter 40A states that no zoning ordinance or by-law shall regulate or restrict the use of 

materials, or methods of construction of structures regulated by the state building code. 

 

Section 95 of chapter 143 outlines the power and duties of the Board of Building Regulations and 

Standards (BBRS).  The BBRS adopts and promulgates updates to the state building code. 

 

Chapter 164 governs the manufacture and sale of gas and electricity. 
 

SUMMARY: 

Notwithstanding Section 3 of Chapter 40A, Section 95 of Chapter 143, Chapter 164, or any statute or 

regulation related to the state building code and its incorporated specialty codes, the town of Brookline 

may adopt zoning by-laws and regulations to reduce emissions; increase energy efficiency; and address 

specific harms resulting from or contributing to the climate crisis. 

 

Any zoning by-law or regulation adopted pursuant to this act cannot be deemed invalid or have its 

approval withheld by the attorney general on the basis of: 

• It regulating constructions materials or methods, regardless of whether these materials and 

methods are regulated by the state building code and the use, inclusion, or prohibition of certain 

design elements for the construction of buildings including heating and cooling systems, solar 

energy systems, and EV charging systems.  

• It regulating air emissions, seasonal/annual/lifetime greenhouse gas emissions, and greenhouse 

gas emissions attributable to construction. 

• It regulating the installation or prohibition of appliance or equipment; new connections to a 

transmission or distribution system for consumer utility products that may impact directly or 



indirectly the sale or distribution of such utility products; and greenhouse gas emissions attributed 

to the production, transmission, distribution or consumption of such utility products. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


