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CURRENT LAW:

Section 6 of chapter 25A establishes the powers and duties of the Department of Energy Resources
(DOER).

Section 139 of Chapter 164 of the General Laws pertains to Class I, II, or II net-metering facilities.

SUMMARY:

Section 1 amends clause (15) of Section 6 of chapter 25A by requiring DOER, in conjunction with the
state board of building regulations and standards (BBRS) to develop and promulgate a municipal opt-in
specialized stretch energy code pursuant to chapter 30A of the General Laws. Section 1 also requires
DOER to develop and incorporate into the specialized stretch energy code, requirements for mandatory
solar photovoltaic (PV) panel installation for all buildings deemed suitable by DOER. DOER is to also
develop and incorporate into the stretch energy code requirements for buildings to be made PV ready for
all buildings deemed suitable for future installation. Lastly, Section 1 requires this specialized stretch
energy code to include all provisions of the stretch energy code related to the latest International Energy
Conservation Code, together with more stringent energy efficiency provisions promulgated more than 36
months prior.

Section 2 of this bill removes language that differentiates between net-metering facilities owned by
municipalities or other governmental entities and those that are not through amending Section 139 of
Chapter 164 of the General Laws by removing the words “that are not net metering facilities of a
municipality or other governmental entity” from subsection (f) which pertains to the aggregate net
metering capacity of facilities and from subsection (i) which pertains to exemptions for Class I net
metering facilities for certain nameplate capacity qualifications.

Section 3 of this bill requires any undertaking by federal, state, county, municipal, or quasi-governmental
public agency that pertains to the planning, acquisition, design, construction, demolition, installation,



repair or maintenance of a structure to comply with the requirements of the specialized stretch energy
code.



