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	BILL NUMBER
	House, No. 5595

	TITLE
	An Act prioritizing patient access to care

	SPONSORS
	Representatives Barber of Somerville, Sabadosa of Northampton, Kerans of Danvers, Kassner of Hamilton, Montaño of Boston, Higgins of Leominster, Cataldo of Concord, Armini of Marblehead, Connolly of Cambridge, Cruz of Salem, Decker of Cambridge, Domb of Amherst, DuBois of Brockton, Garballey of Arlington, Gentile of Sudbury, Giannino of Revere, Gómez of Easthampton, Hawkins of Attleboro, Hong of Lowell, Kearney of Scituate, Keefe of Worcester, Linsky of Natick, Livingstone of Boston, Moran of Boston, Owens of Watertown, Ramos of North Andover, Sangiolo of Newton, Scarsdale of Pepperell, Schwartz of Newton, Sena of Acton, Tarsky of Needham, Uyterhoeven of Somerville, Vitolo of Brookline, and Whipps of Athol; Senators Rausch and Eldridge

	SIMILAR MATTERS
	H.2370 (Barber); S.1563 (Kennedy)

	PRIOR HISTORY
01/16/2025	H  - Filed in the House
02/27/2025	H  - Referred to Joint Committee on Public Health
02/27/2025	S  - Senate concurred
06/30/2025	H  - Hearing Scheduled - 07/10/2025, 9:00 AM - Committee Hearing (Public Health), State House, A-1 and Virtual 
10/09/2025	H  - Reported favorably by Joint Committee on Public Health
10/09/2025	H  - Referred to Joint Committee on Health Care Financing
12/08/2025	H  - Extension order filed (until 03/18/2026)
03/19/2026	H  - Extension order filed (until 06/15/2026)
04/15/2026	H  - Reported favorably by Joint Committee on Health Care Financing
04/15/2026	H  - Referred to House Committee on Ways and Means
07/21/2026	H  - Reported favorably as amended by House Committee on Ways & Means
07/21/2026	H  - New draft recommended - see HB5595
07/22/2026	H  - Ordered to a third reading
07/22/2026	H  - Amendment(s) offered (Amendment #1 - Rep. McKenna)
07/22/2026	H  - Amendment(s) laid aside on point of order (Amendment #1 - Rep. McKenna)
07/22/2026	H  - Passed to be engrossed (119/33)
07/29/2026	S  - Received in the Senate
07/29/2026	S  - Referred to Senate Committee on Rules

	CURRENT LAW
M.G.L. c. 112 §12N, 12P

	SUMMARY
Amends §§12N, 12N½ and 12P of GL Chapter 112 governing abortions after 24 weeks of pregnancy by striking out language which currently restricts late-stage abortions to cases where the life or health of the mother is at risk, or where a lethal fetal anomaly or grave fetal diagnosis is present.
In addition, the bill strikes language requiring late-stage abortions to be performed in a hospital, and imposing reporting requirements for facilities performing those procedures.
Sets out a new standard for abortions after 24 weeks, allowing the procedure to be performed based solely on the professional judgement of a physician.
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