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CURRENT LAW:
Under the Medicaid Administration, Title XIX of the Social Security Act is the section of federal law that created Medicaid, enacted in 1965. It establishes a joint federal-state program that provides medical assistance to certain low-income individuals and families. The law sets out broad requirements, while giving states flexibility in how they design and administer their programs.
The federal government matches state Medicaid spending according to a formula (the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage, FMAP). States must cover certain groups, such as low-income families, eligible pregnant women and children, and individuals receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI), and they may choose to cover additional populations. The law requires coverage of essential services, like inpatient and outpatient hospital care, physician services, and nursing facility care. It allows states to expand coverage to other services (like prescription drugs, dental care, or home- and community-based services).
SUMMARY:
This bill directs the Executive Office of Health and Human Services to coordinate an interagency working group to analyze the feasibility of and the strategy for claiming Title XIX federal financial participation (FFP) for MassHealth-covered services provided to MassHealth members currently attending programs at Massachusetts state colleges and universities. The study will consider potential programmatic and administrative federal claiming, students under and over the age of 22, and Medicaid/Medicare dual eligibles. The working group’s report shall be published by April 1, 2025, and submitted to the joint health care financing committee and the joint higher education committee. The report will include financial estimates of the potential additional revenue that may be collected, challenges and opportunities, and a high-level work plan for pursuing additional revenue.
