Joint Committee on Higher Education
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1421
TITLE: An Act establishing the John F. Kennedy service scholarship program for student debt relief for Peace Corps, AmeriCorps, and Commonwealth Corps alumni
SPONSORS: Rep. James C. Arena-Derosa (Holliston)
HEARING DATE: October 16, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: December 15, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY: New file
CURRENT LAW: 
[bookmark: _Int_i1pzprij]M.G.L. ch.15C – Massachusetts college student loan authority: This chapter establishes the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority (MEFA), a public authority that helps families finance higher education through tax-exempt bonds, education loans, and savings programs. It operates independently of the state budget, offering loans, refinancing, and college savings options to make higher education more affordable. MEFA also provides financial literacy counseling, outreach to underserved populations, and planning services.
SUMMARY: 
This bill establishes the John F. Kennedy Service Scholarship under the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority for Massachusetts residents who have completed a program with the Peace Corps, AmeriCorps, or Commonwealth Corps. 
To be eligible, applicants must be Massachusetts residents, have successfully completed at least one approved volunteer program, be employed by the Commonwealth, a municipal or federal government office in the Commonwealth, or a Massachusetts non-profit, and have an annual income at or below the Commonwealth's median income. Eligible recipients could receive a grant covering 100% of their outstanding student debt, up to a maximum of $5,000, subject to appropriation.


