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BILL NUMBER: H.1422 
TITLE: Resolve providing for the study and investigation relative to expanding the in-state higher education tuition and fee waiver program  
SPONSORS: Rep. James C. Arena-DeRosa (Holliston)  
HEARING DATE: July 18th, 2025 
REPORTING DEADLINE: September 16th, 2025 
PRIOR HISTORY: New File 
CURRENT LAW:  
M.G.L. c. 15A, § 19 — Tuition and fee waiver program; guidelines; annual report: This section establishes a tuition and fee waiver program overseen by the Board of Higher Education. It outlines eligibility criteria, categories for students who qualify, and provides that the Commonwealth— rather than individual institutions—incurs the expense of these waivers. This section also mandates annual reporting, ensures institutional compliance, and forbids financing waivers via specific transferred appropriations.
SUMMARY:  
This bill creates a special commission to study and make recommendations on expanding Massachusetts' in-state tuition and fee waiver program for higher education established in Chapter 15A, Section 19. The commission will investigate expanding eligibility to include clients of other state programs, including those provided by the Commission for the Blind, Transitional Assistance, MassAbility, Developmental Services, Mental Health, Housing and Livable Communities, Health and Human Services, and the Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. The commission's duties include determining potential financing sources, estimating the number and cost of new users, and locating additional eligible populations. The commission's findings and recommendations must be presented to the Legislature by January 1, 2027, and all appointments to the Commission must be made within 30 days of the bill's effective date. 
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