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BILL NUMBER:    H.1425
TITLE: An Act to advance fairness, integrity, and excellence in higher education admissions 
SPONSORS: Rep. Simon Cataldo (Concord)
HEARING DATE: May 5th, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE:  July 5th, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY:  
2022-2024 (H.3760): Accompanied a new draft (see S.2687). Referred to Senate Ways and Means.
SIMILAR MATTERS: S.950 (Sen. Pavel Payano). 
CURRENT LAW: 
M.G.L. c. 15A — This chapter deals with the state higher education, including laying out the duties of the Board of Higher Education, scholarships and financial aid, and administration of the UMASS system, state universities, and community colleges. 
M.G.L. c. 10 – This chapter describes the powers and duties of the State Treasurer and establishes a variety of separate trust funds for specific state uses. 
SUMMARY: 
This bill adds a new section to Ch. 15A banning institutions of higher education from carrying out an admissions policy (written or unwritten) which allows applicants to apply “early decision” or which takes into account legacy status or an applicant’s relationship to a graduate or donor; provided, however, that the institution may carry out such admissions practices if they pay a “public service fee”, the terms of which would follow a graduated schedule of percentages based on the size of the institutions endowment. The Attorney General is required to promulgate regulations for this section and is empowered to investigate compliance and assess public service fee amounts. 
This section also requires all institutions of higher education to submit annual reports to the Attorney General and the Department of Higher Education detailing: (i) whether they use an admissions policy that gives preference to those who are legacy applicants, related to donors, or applied early action or early decision; (ii) a breakdown of admitted students who receive Pell Grants or subsidized federal loans, are legacy admissions or early action admissions, how these groups overlap with each other, and what their respective admissions rates are (all of this disaggregated by race), and (iii) public service fee amounts contributed by that institution every year to the Higher Education Opportunity Trust Fund (established later in this bill). 
The bill also adds a new section to Ch. 10 of the M.G.L.’s establishing a Higher Education Opportunity Trust Fund, to be administered by the Executive Office of Education and managed by a Board of Trustees. All public service fees are to be paid into this fund, which shall be used to support certificate and degree attainment at public institutions of higher education. 
