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BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1427 
TITLE: An Act reducing the cost of attending college 
SPONSORS: Rep. Mindy Domb (Amherst) and Rep. Priscilla Sousa (Framingham) 
HEARING DATE: July 18th, 2025 
REPORTING DEADLINE: September 16th, 2025 
PRIOR HISTORY:   
2023-2024 (H.3761): Ordered to a House study (H.4763). 
CURRENT LAW: 
M.G.L. c. 15A, § 10 — Definitions: defines “community college”, “Community College affiliate”, “HEFA”, and “Project” as used in a higher education context. 
SUMMARY:  
This bill adds a new paragraph to Chapter 15A, Section 10, to define “open educational resources” (OER), which is defined as “teaching, learning, and research materials” that are public domain or have been released under an open license, and are therefore open to use, adaptation, and redistribution.  
The bill also creates an “Open Educational Resource Trust Fund”, which shall be used to support the development and distribution of open educational resources for university and early college courses. The fund shall be administered by the commissioner of higher education and shall be credited with appropriations or other money authorized by the Legislature, donations, and earned interest. Any funds from private sources shall be approved by the commissioner and may not be accompanied by any conditions on the implementation of OER materials. Funds may be expended by the commissioner without further appropriation for purposes related to development and distribution of OER materials, including for: production, purchase, application, and implementation of materials, professional development and training, technical assistance, and staff support.  
The bill also establishes a grant program to promote and support the development of OER materials and allows the commissioner to convene a statewide OER Advisory Council to make recommendations on eligibility and steps to be taken to maximize effectiveness of the grant program.   
The bill also requires public institutions of higher education to inform students of OER courses that use materials or curricula funded by this fund and requires recipients of OER funding to file reports to document the impact of the program.  
Finally, the bill requires the commissioner of higher education to file an annual report on the activities of the Open Educational Resources Trust Fund 
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