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BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1428 
TITLE: An Act relative to tuition waivers for children raised by a grandparent or other relative  
SPONSORS: Rep. Paul Donato (Medford) and Rep. Sean Garballey (Arlington) 
HEARING DATE: July 18th, 2025 
REPORTING DEADLINE: September 16th, 2025 
PRIOR HISTORY: 
2023-2024 (H.1257): Accompanied by S.819. Reported favorably to House Ways and Means.  
SIMILAR MATTERS: S. 924 (Sen. Julian Cyr) 
CURRENT LAW: 
M.G.L. c. 15A, § 19 — Tuition and fee waiver program; guidelines; annual report: This section establishes a tuition and fee waiver program overseen by the Board of Higher Education. It outlines eligibility criteria, categories for students who qualify, and provides that the Commonwealth— rather than individual institutions—incurs the expense of these waivers. This section also mandates annual reporting, ensures institutional compliance, and forbids financing waivers via specific transferred appropriations
M.G.L. c. 190B, § 5— Appointment and status of guardian of minor: This section allows for persons to be appointed as legal guardians of a minor, either by the previous parent or guardian or by a court order.  
SUMMARY:  
This bill expands the tuition and fee waivers established under Chapter 15A, Section 19 to all residents who have been under a legal guardianship pursuant to Chapter 190B, Section 5-201 and who, upon turning 18, are living with a grandparent or other relative, except for a parent. The Commonwealth shall bear the cost of these waivers, not the public institutions of higher education, after all reimbursements from the federal government are exhausted.  
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