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BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1433
TITLE: An Act creating documentation requirement standards to demonstrate a disability for a public institution of higher education in the commonwealth
SPONSORS: Rep. Carmine Gentile (Sudbury)
HEARING DATE: September 11, 2025
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PRIOR HISTORY: New file
CURRENT LAW:
M.G.L. c. 15A – Public Education: This chapter deals with higher education in Massachusetts, including laying out the duties of the Board of Higher Education, scholarships and financial aid, and administration of the UMASS system, state universities, and community colleges.
SUMMARY:
This bill amends chapter 15A by adding a new section, section 48. It also sets out definitions for Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) and Section 504 Plans. Any of the following documentation is sufficient to establish that a student at a public institution of higher education has a disability: 
· Documents showing that the student had an IEP;
· Documents showing that the student had a 504 plan;
· Documents from a private school showing that the student had some kind of plan or service in accordance with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act;
· Documents from a licensed professional finding that the student has a disability;
· Documents from another higher education institution showing that the student has a disability; or
· Documentation of a disability due to military service.
The board of higher education shall promulgate regulations for this section, including the process by which institutions shall determine eligibility for accommodations for students with a disability. This process shall then be disclosed on each institution’s website. 

