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CURRENT LAW:
M.G.L. c. 15A – Public Education: This chapter lays out the duties of the Board of Higher Education, scholarships and financial aid, and administration of the UMASS system, state universities, and community colleges.
SUMMARY:
The bill defines “contingent faculty member” as an instructor who at a public higher education institution teaches at least 2 courses per academic year, is compensated on a per-course basis, and is not in a tenure-track position. It also establishes a “faculty advancement pilot program” to evaluate strategies to improve contingent faculty working conditions and career pathways. It directs the board of higher education to select 3 institutions (1 community college, 1 state university, and 1 UMASS campus) to participate in the pilot program. Each institution participating in the pilot program shall test specific reforms, including those related to:
· Frameworks for career advancement
· Improvements in working conditions
· Testing of expanded benefits and supports 

The bill establishes a pilot program oversight committee, which shall consist of the Commissioner of Higher Education, one representative from each pilot institution, 3 undergraduate students, 3 contingent faculty members, the State Auditor, 1 representative from the Public Higher Education Network of Massachusetts, 1 representative from the AFT, 1 representative from the MTA, and 1 person with expertise in higher education employment appointed by the commissioner. The oversight committee shall monitor the pilot program and submit annual reports to the Legislature. 
This bill creates a Faculty Advancement Pilot Fund, which shall be funded at not more than $2,000,000 annually and shall distribute grants to pilot institutions. Pilot institutions shall provide matching funds of at least 25%. 
The board of higher education shall promulgate regulations within 180 days of passage and select pilot institutions through a competitive process. The act will take effect upon passage, with an expiration of June 30, 2028.

