


Joint Committee on Higher Education
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1437
TITLE: An Act relative to transcript notations 
SPONSORS: Rep. Natalie M. Higgins (Leominster)
HEARING DATE: October 16, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: December 15, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY:
2023-2024 (H.1266) Accompanied a study order (H.4713).
CURRENT LAW:
M.G.L. ch.6 – The governor, lieutenant governor and council, certain officers under the governor and council, and state library: establishes the framework for many state offices, commissions, and administrative bodies that handle a wide range of functions, from veterans' services to consumer protection to cultural councils and historic preservation.
SUMMARY: 
The bill mandates that all public and private degree-granting educational institutions in the Commonwealth adopt and publicly disseminate policies concerning academic transcript notations and appeals related to sexual misconduct. These policies must be developed in coordination with the institution's Title IX Coordinator and updated annually.
The bill outlines specific requirements for transcript notations. Upon the commencement of disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of a crime of violence, a prominent and temporary notation must be added to the student's transcript, indicating the specific violation and that a final resolution is pending. If a student is found to have committed such a violation or withdraws while under investigation, a permanent notation detailing the violation and the outcome (suspension, expulsion, dismissal, or withdrawal) must be placed on their transcript. However, if a student is subsequently found not to have violated the institution's code, all related notations must be removed.
Institutions are required to notify students that such incidents will be documented on their academic transcripts and to establish procedures for removing notations if a student is cleared of the allegations. The provisions of this act apply to alleged sexual misconduct occurring on campus, off-campus, or while studying abroad. Annually, by December 1, each institution must submit a report to the department of higher education detailing the number of temporary and permanent notations, which the department will then use to publish an aggregate statewide report to file with the attorney general, the House and Senate Clerks, and the joint committee on higher education. 
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