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TITLE: An Act providing full student representation on the University of Massachusetts Board of Trustees 
SPONSORS: Rep. Daniel J. Hunt (Boston)
HEARING DATE: October 16, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: December 15, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY:
2023-2024 (H.1268): Accompanied a study order (H.4713).
2021-2022 (H.1341): Accompanied a study order (H.5174).
2019-2020 (H.1222): Accompanied a study order (H.5125).
2017-2018 (H.3002): Accompanied a study order (H.4610).
2015-2016 (H.1048): Accompanied a study order (H.4228).
2013-2014 (H.1088): Accompanied a study order (H.4134).
CURRENT LAW:
[bookmark: _Int_GVZEdig4]M.G.L. ch.75, §1A – Board of trustees; membership; qualifications; tenure; vacancies; powers and duties; indemnification: establishes the workings and membership of the UMASS Board of Trustees. Currently, there are 19 voting members of the Board, two of whom are students at UMASS. These students are elected annually by the student body at their campus, and membership on the Board rotates between the campuses at Amherst, Boston, Dartmouth, Lowell, and Worcester. In any given year, the three campuses in an off year still send elected student trustees to represent them at the Board, but they are non-voting members. 
SUMMARY: 
The bill aims to increase student representation on the University of Massachusetts Board of Trustees. The bill seeks to amend Section 1A of Chapter 75 of the General Laws. Specifically, section 1 of the bill would change the total number of trustees from 19 to 22, and section 2 would increase the number of student trustees from 2 to 5.
Finally, section 3 of the bill outlines how the new student members would be chosen. It proposes striking the existing method and instead states that "The student members shall be elected annually by the student body of the Amherst, Boston, Dartmouth, Lowell, and Worcester campuses." 
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