Joint Committee on Higher Education
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1440
TITLE: An Act relative to the Honorable George V. Kenneally, Jr. 
SPONSORS: Rep. Daniel J. Hunt (Boston)
HEARING DATE: October 16, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: December 15, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY:
2023-2024 (H.1269): Reported favorably by the committee to Steering, Policy and Scheduling. Passed to be engrossed and referred to Senate Rules. No further action. 
2021-2022 (H.1342): Favorably reported and referred to the committee on House Steering, Policy, and Scheduling. Placed in the Orders of the Day for a second reading. No further action.
2019-2020 (H.4633): Referred to House Rules. Referred to committee on Higher Education. No further action.
2015-2016 (H.1047): Favorably reported and referred to House Ways and Means. No further action.
BACKGROUND: 
George V. Kenneally, Jr. was a former State Representative and State Senator. He was first elected to the House of Representatives in 1956 and served until 1963, when he was elected to the Senate, in which he served until 1971.
Sen. Kenneally introduced a bill in 1964 to establish the University of Massachusetts Boston. 
In 1971, Sen. Kenneally resigned from office and became the associate legal counsel of the Massachusetts Senate, serving as acting legal counsel from 1984 until his retirement in 1991.
SUMMARY: 
This bill renames the UMass Boston student center “the George V. Kenneally, Jr. Student Center”. The Chancellor of the University of Massachusetts is directed to erect and maintain suitable markers bearing such designation in compliance with the university. 


