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BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1442 
TITLE: An Act relative to the expansion of the valedictorian tuition waiver program.  
SPONSORS: Rep. Bradley Jones (North Reading)  
HEARING DATE: July 18th, 2025 
REPORTING DEADLINE: September 18th, 2025 
PRIOR HISTORY:  
2023-2024 (H.1273): Ordered to a House study (H.4713).  
2021-2022 (H.1344): Ordered to a House study (H.5174). 
2019-2020 (H.1225): Ordered to a House study (H.5125) 
2017-2018 (H.635): Ordered to a House study (H.4610) 
2015-2016 (H.1050): Ordered to a House study (H.4228) 
2013-2014 (H.1070): Ordered to a House study (H.4134).  
CURRENT LAW: 
M.G.L. c. 15A, § 19 — Tuition and fee waiver program; guidelines; annual report: This section establishes a tuition and fee waiver program to be overseen by the Board of Higher Education. It outlines eligibility criteria, categories for students who qualify, and provides that the Commonwealth— rather than individual institutions—incurs the expense of these waivers. This section also mandates annual reporting, ensures institutional compliance, and forbids financing waivers via specific transferred appropriations
SUMMARY:  
This bill expands the tuition and fee waiver program established under Chapter 15A, Section 19 to any resident of the Commonwealth who is designated as the valedictorian of their high school, public or private. It also stipulates that waivers won’t be provided for one student for more than four years, and if the valedictorian declines, the salutatorian is not eligible to receive them.  
The tuition and fee waivers established in this bill shall take effect and be provided to any valedictorians beginning in and after 2025.  
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