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BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1443 
TITLE: An Act relative to higher education tuition and fee waivers for seniors
SPONSORS: Rep. Bradley Jones (North Reading) 
HEARING DATE: July 18th, 2025 
REPORTING DEADLINE: September 16th, 2025 
PRIOR HISTORY:   
2023-2024 (H.1274): Ordered to a House study (H. 4713). 
CURRENT LAW:  
M.G.L. c. 15A, § 19 — Tuition and fee waiver program; guidelines; annual report: This section establishes a tuition and fee waiver program overseen by the Board of Higher Education. It outlines eligibility criteria, categories for students who qualify, and provides that the Commonwealth— rather than individual institutions—incurs the expense of these waivers. This section also mandates annual reporting, ensures institutional compliance, and forbids financing waivers via specific transferred appropriations.
SUMMARY:  
This bill establishes a pilot program to expand tuition and fee waivers to everyone aged 60 or older at all public institutions of higher education. No senior receiving these waivers may be enrolled in more than four courses per academic year.  
The bill provides that on or before August 1st, 2026, all public higher education institutions shall submit reports to the Comptroller and the Legislature breaking down foregone tuition and fees as a result of these senior waivers. The state shall then reimburse the institutions that amount, and that amount will serve as the base funding level for future appropriations to cover the cost of the waivers. 
 
 

image1.png




