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BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1446
TITLE: An Act clarifying Meningococcal Vaccine Policy
SPONSORS: Rep. Patrick Joseph Kearney (Scituate)
HEARING DATE: October 16, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: December 15, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY: New file
CURRENT LAW:
M.G.L. Chapter 76, §15D—Meningococcal disease; college students immunization: This section requires full-time students living in school housing to be vaccinated against meningococcal disease or provide a medical certificate, waiver, or exemption, with exceptions for health, informed refusal, or religious beliefs.
SUMMARY: 
This bill amends the requirement that students be immunized against meningococcal disease by requiring that they present a certificate that they have been vaccinated “in accordance with the recommendations of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices”, with exceptions for health or religious beliefs. The Department of Public Health shall promulgate rules and regulations and additional guidance for enforcement. 


