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BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1447
TITLE: An Act relative to the endowment match program 
SPONSORS: Rep. Michael Kushmerek (Fitchburg)
SIMILAR MATTERS: S. 936 (Sen. Edward Kennedy) and S. 948 (Sen. Jacob Oliveira)
HEARING DATE: September 11, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: November 10, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY:
2023-2024 (H.1276): Accompanied S.845 and referred to Senate Ways and Means. No further action. 
2021-2022 (H.1357): Accompanied a new draft (H.4694) and referred to House Ways and Means. No further action.
2019-2020 (H.1201, H.1228, and H.1232): Accompanied a new draft (H.5125) and referred to the committee on Joint Rules. No further action.
2017-2018 (H.641): Accompanied a new draft (S.2235) and referred to Senate Ways and Means. No further action.
CURRENT LAW:
M.G.L. c. 15A, § 15E – Establishes the endowment match program. To encourage private fundraising from the public institutions of higher education, this section pledges that, subject to appropriation, every $2 raised through private fundraising will be matched by $1 of state funding towards the institution’s endowment. 
In the FY25 budget, $5,000,000 was appropriated for matching contributions at state universities and $10,000,000 for matching contributions at UMASS. These line items were funded by Fair Share accounts. 
SUMMARY:
This bill strikes the provision that state funding for the endowment match is “subject to appropriation.” The bill provides that no less than $30,000,000 shall be spent on the endowment match program, with each sector (community colleges, state universities, and UMass) receiving $10,000,000. If any funds are unused by the CC’s, those funds will become available to the state universities. If any funds are unused by the state universities, those funds will become available to UMASS. 

