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PRIOR HISTORY:
2021-2022 (H.1331 and H.1337): Accompanied a new draft (H.4695) and referred to House Ways and Means. No further action.
2019-2020 (H.1219): Accompanied a new draft (H.4419) and referred to House Ways and Means. No further action.
2017-2018 (H.634): Accompanied a new draft (H.4286) and referred to House Ways and Means. No further action. 
2015-2016 (H.1064): Accompanied a new draft (H.4040) and referred House Ways and Means. Favorably reported with an amendment and substituted with a new draft (H.4561). Read third and passed to be engrossed. No further action. 
CURRENT LAW:
M.G.L. c. 15A, § 1 – Policy and goals: This section establishes the policy and goals set forth for the system of public higher education.
M.G.L. c. 15A, § 7 – Mission statements; development, approval and adoption: This section outlines the process for developing and approving mission statements within the public higher education system. The council is responsible for creating segmental mission statements for the overall system and its three segments, which are then subject to secretarial approval. Individual institutions, through their boards of trustees, must also develop and submit mission statements that align with the segmental statements. The secretary, in consultation with the council, can revise these statements and has the authority to approve, reject, or amend five-year plans from institutions seeking to expand their regional or national focus.
M.G.L. c. 15A, § 7A – Board of higher education; performance measurement system: This section establishes a performance measurement system for public higher education institutions to ensure accountability and evaluate their effectiveness. The board of higher education, in consultation with institutions, is tasked with developing this system, including specific performance measures and identifying peer institutions for comparison. The objectives include improving affordability, student access, workforce responsiveness, cost-effectiveness, and fundraising, with annual evaluations and improvement plans for institutions that fail to meet objectives. The University of Massachusetts also has its own performance measurement system with similar goals.
M.G.L. c. 15A, § 19 – Tuition and fee waiver program; guidelines; annual report: This section establishes a statewide tuition and fee waiver program for public higher education, administered by the council with specific guidelines for eligibility and allocation. It designates categories, such as veterans and National Guard members, for waivers, with the Commonwealth bearing the cost for National Guard members. The section also mandates full tuition waivers for certain individuals, including clients of the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission and Blind Commission, as well as adopted children or those in the custody of the Department of Children and Families. Finally, it outlines a grant program for paraprofessionals in public schools pursuing teaching degrees, particularly in high-need subjects, with a commitment to teaching in the Commonwealth upon certification.
M.G.L. c. 71B, § 2 –This section outlines regulations for educational programs for children with disabilities, emphasizing a flexible definition of disability and ensuring a free and appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment. It details various program options for special education students, including transition services for those aged 14 and older. It allows 18–21-year-olds with severe disabilities to access higher education programs as an approved special education service.
M.G.L. c. 71B, § 17 – This section establishes a discretionary grant program for school committees and public higher education institutions to offer inclusive concurrent enrollment for 18–21-year-olds with severe intellectual or developmental disabilities. This program aims to help eligible students transition to post-school activities and competitive employment, with a focus on improving academic and functional achievement. It supports access to inclusive higher education, participation in courses and campus life, preparation for employment, and provides tuition waivers and necessary support.
SUMMARY:
This bill makes changes to the mission of the Commonwealth's public higher education system to expand educational opportunities for students with severe intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities, and autism. The bill requires that when the trustees of a state university or community college develop plans for expansion of their mission or school profile, such plans must include provisions to ensure continuing access for students with intellectual disabilities, developmental disabilities, and autism. It also introduces “improved access” as a new performance indicator for institutions. 
Students with severe intellectual disabilities, autism, and developmental disabilities at public higher education institutions will be allowed to enroll in credit and non-credit courses without being required to take any standardized tests, meet minimum academic requirements, or have a high school diploma or equivalent. It also requires that these students receive the necessary supports and services to be able to enroll in these courses. The board is required to ensure that residence life is inclusive and that necessary accommodations and supports are available for students with disabilities who wish to live on campus.
The bill adds an additional entitlement for students receiving special education services, stating that students aged 18-22 are entitled to enroll in regular courses at higher education institutions and participate in programs to develop skills for independent living, careers, and accessing community services and medical care. 

