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PRIOR HISTORY:
2023-2024 (H.1277): Accompanied a new draft (H.4268) and referred to House Ways and Means. No further action. 
2021-2022 (H.1347): Accompanied a new draft (H.4552) and referred to House Ways and Means. No further action. 
2019-2020 (H.1226): Accompanied a new draft (H.4424) and referred to House Steering, Policy, and Scheduling committee. Read Second and ordered to a third reading. No further action.
2017-2018 (S.667): Accompanied a new draft (S.2274) and referred to Senate Ways and Means. No further action.
CURRENT LAW:
Under 34 CFR 668.14(b)(34), public institutions of higher education are allowed to withhold credits from official transcripts for periods where a student has not paid for all the institutional charges associated with the credits they have earned. Such institutions may not withhold transcripts of credits that a student has paid all the associated fees for. 
M.G.L ch.15A – Public Education: This chapter deals with state higher education, including laying out the duties of the Board of Higher Education, scholarships and financial aid, and administration of the UMASS system, state universities, and community colleges.
SUMMARY: 
Mandates that no institution may withhold academic transcripts solely for failure to pay outstanding loans, fees, fines, tuition, or other expenses to the school. However, schools may withhold academic credits and grades for courses for which the student has not paid mandatory fees and tuition in full. 
This bill shall not stop an institution from withholding a diploma or degree for failure to pay tuition, fees, or other expenses. The bill shall apply to all institutions of higher education, public or private. The Department of Higher Education is directed to promulgate regulations for implementation.
