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BILL NUMBER: H.1455
TITLE: An Act relative to college in high school 
SPONSORS: Rep. Jeffrey Roy (Franklin), Rep. Kate Lipper-Garabedian (Melrose)
HEARING DATE: May 5th, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: July 5th, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY:  
2023-2024 (H.1286): Accompanied a new draft (H.4521). Referred to House Ways and Means. 
2021-2022 (H.693): Referred to the Joint Committee on Education. Accompanied a new draft (H.4644). Referred to House Ways and Means. The Committee recommended it ought to pass with an amendment, substituting therefore a bill with the same title (H.5056). Passed to be engrossed. Referred to Senate Ways and Means. 
SIMILAR MATTERS: S.923, Sen. Brendan Crighton
CURRENT LAW: 
M.G.L. c. 15A — Public Education 
M.G.L. c.15A, § 9B: establishes a needs-based financial assistance program to provide scholarships for residents of the state pursuing higher education, subject to appropriation. 
M.G.L. c.15A, §16: establishes a number of scholarship programs to be administered by the Board of Higher Education and lays out their guidelines. 
M.G.L. c. 29 – State Finance: This chapter creates the various funds into which revenue from taxes and other collections is deposited (such as the General Fund and the Education and Transportation Fund), as well as numerous special trust funds set up for specific purposes. 
M.G.L. c. 69, § 1D—Statewide educational goals; academic standards; vocational training; grant program
M.G.L. c.71—Public Schools
M.G.L. c.10, § 35NNN—Twenty-First Century Education Trust Fund: this section establishes a Twenty-First Century Education Trust Fund, which is used for the purpose of addressing persistent disparities in achievement among student subgroups. 



SUMMARY: 
This bill amends the eligibility for state scholarships and need-based financial aid created in Chapter 15A, Sections 9B and 16, to allow for financial aid under these sections to be used for college in high school programs. 
It also adds a new section to Chapter 15A to require all public institutions of higher education to develop policies to accept for the purposes of course credit certain scores on advanced placement tests, as well as completion of college in high school courses, an International Baccalaureate program, dual enrollment courses, or cooperative education programs. All policies shall be posted publicly and annually reviewed by the Board of Higher Education. On application for admission as a student, each institution shall notify an applicant of the amount and type of credit to be awarded to them under that institution’s policy. 
The bill adds a new section to Chapter 29 to create a Massachusetts College in High School Trust Fund. The Fund may receive revenue from appropriations, private gifts or donations (subject to review and approval), and accumulated interest. Money credited to the fund may focus on underserved communities. Annually, the commissioner of elementary and secondary education shall file a publicly available report with the Legislature on the activities of the fund. 
The bill adds a new section to Chapter 69 to create a Massachusetts Office of College in High School, to be overseen by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, in consultation with the Department of Higher Education. The office will administer all college in high school programs, including early college, dual enrollment, industry-recognized credentialing programs, advanced placement courses, International Baccalaureate programs, co-op programs, etc. The office is empowered to propose its budget, recommend multi-year targets and policy changes, create and review per-credit charges for college in high school courses, establish regulations for and oversee the process of designating an official college in high school program, and publish an online data dashboard. 
This section provides that to be designated as an official college in high school program, a high school must enter into an agreement with at least one postsecondary institution to provide students with opportunities to receive college credit for their participation. The agreement shall establish how funding will be sustainable and the duties and expectations of each party. Designations shall be for an initial period of 5 years, subject to review after 3 years, and renewable subject to performance. 
This section mandates that all high schools are required to offer one of these programs to students before their senior year of high school, and all such programs shall be open to all students. If space is limited, a lottery shall be used to select students for admission. Each college in high school program is required to submit annual reports. 
This section also creates a College in High School Joint Committee to govern, oversee, and make recommendations pursuant to the work of the Office of College in High School. The CIHS Joint Committee shall consist of the secretary of education or designee, the commissioner of the department of higher education or designee, the commissioner of the department of elementary and secondary education or designee, and two members each from the board of higher education and the board of elementary and secondary education. 
Finally, the bill adds a new section to Chapter 71 requiring all public high school students to submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid or an application with the Massachusetts Educational Financing Authority. Students and parents may opt out by signing an exemption. The Office of College in High School shall promulgate regulations to implement this section. 
 
