Joint Committee on Higher Education
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1456
TITLE: An Act relative to community colleges and the career technical initiative
SPONSORS: Rep. Adam Scanlon (North Attleborough)
HEARING DATE: September 11, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: November 10, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY:
2023-2024 (H.1254): Reported favorably and referred to House Ways and Means. No further action. 
CURRENT LAW:
M.G.L. c. 15A, §10 – Definitions
The Commonwealth Corporation is a quasi-public state agency under EOWLD, which is responsible for administering several publicly and privately funded programs that revolve around workforce development. One of these programs is the Career Technical Initiative, which was launched in 2020 to help address demand for workers in manufacturing, construction, and trades. Using existing space and resources from Chapter 74 vocational schools, CTI provides training programs and helps connect graduates to high-demand jobs. Among other things, grants are provided to vocational schools and high schools with vocational programs to build out expanded capacity for job training.   
SUMMARY:
This bill allows community colleges to apply for grant programs from the Career Technical Initiative (in the same way that vocational schools do) in order to build out job training programs in technical and trade fields. Any CTI programs created under this section would be required to adhere to the same standards of approval as the vocational schools.

