Joint Committee on Higher Education
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1457
TITLE: An Act expanding the community college training incentive program
SPONSORS: Rep. Adam Scanlon (North Attleborough)
SIMILAR MATTERS: S.953 (Sen. John Velis)
HEARING DATE: September 11, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: November 10, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY:
2023-2024 (H.1952): Referred to Labor and Workforce Development. Accompanied new draft (S.1186) and referred to Senate Ways and Means. No further action. 
2021-2022 (S.1221): Referred to Labor and Workforce Development. Reported favorably and referred to Senate Ways and Means. No further action.
2019-2020 (S.1088): Referred to Labor and Workforce Development. Reported favorably and referred to Senate Ways and Means. No further action.
2017-2018 (S.676): Reported favorably and referred to Senate Ways and Means. Substituted with a new draft (S.2297). Senate passed to be engrossed and referred to House Ways and Means. No further action.
2015-2016 (S.657): Reported favorably and referred to Senate Ways and Means. Substituted with a new draft (S.2183). Senate passed to be engrossed and referred to House Ways and Means. No further action.
CURRENT LAW:
M.G.L. c. 15A, §15f – Community college workforce training incentive program: Establishes the Community College Workforce Training Incentive Program, which provides matching grants to community colleges to encourage them to offer job-focused, non-credit courses to help address workforce shortages. Community colleges can receive up to $200 for every $1000 in revenue generated from job-training courses, which they must then use to expand their non-credit workforce training programs. 
In the FY25 budget, $1.36 million was appropriated for this program (item 7066-0015). 
SUMMARY:
This bill expands the courses eligible to receive matching grants from the state to include credit-bearing courses in addition to non-credit courses. 
