Joint Committee on Higher Education
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1462
TITLE: An Act to support college students in recovery 
SPONSORS: Rep. Joshua Tarsky (Needham)
SIMILAR MATTERS: S.951 (Sen. Rebecca Rausch)
HEARING DATE: September 11, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: November 10, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY:
2023-2024 (S.847): Accompanied redraft (S.2680) and referred to Senate Ways and Means. No further action.
CURRENT LAW:
M.G.L. c. 15A – Public Education: This chapter deals with the state higher education, including laying out the duties of the Board of Higher Education, scholarships and financial aid, and administration of the UMASS system, state universities, and community colleges.
SUMMARY:
This bill requires every public institution of higher education that provides housing to students to create a housing program to provide an alcohol and drug-free environment for students in recovery. The program shall provide counseling, mentoring, and peer support.
It also requires each institution to provide overdose training to all students, faculty, and staff, and make naloxone available on campus for to treat overdose.

