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BILL NUMBER:    H.1466
TITLE: An Act establishing the hunger-free campus initiative 
SPONSORS: Rep. Andy Vargas (Haverhill), Rep. Mindy Domb (Amherst)
HEARING DATE: May 5th, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: July 5th, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY:  
2023-2024 (H.1293): Accompanied a new draft (H.4453). Referred to House Ways and Means. 
2021-2022 (H.1368): Accompanied a new draft (H.4697). Referred to House Ways and Means. 
SIMILAR MATTERS: S.939, Sen. Joan Lovely 
CURRENT LAW: 
M.G.L. c. 15A — Public Education: This chapter deals with the state system of higher education, including laying out the duties of the Board of Higher Education, scholarships and financial aid, and administration of the UMASS system, state universities, and community colleges. 
M.G.L. c. 29 – State Finance: This chapter creates the various funds into which revenue from taxes and other collections is deposited (such as the General Fund and the Education and Transportation Fund), as well as numerous special trust funds set up for specific purposes. 
SUMMARY: 
This bill adds a new section to Ch. 15A which establishes and codifies a grant program, subject to appropriation, for public institutions of higher education (including municipal colleges and minority serving institutions under federal law) to address hunger and food insecurity on campus. Grant funding may come from Fair Shair revenues. Funding may be used to hire a director to administer the program, establish guidelines, and conduct inquiries as necessary. The Department of Higher Education shall award grants to institutions that have met the guidelines and shall annually submit reports to the Governor and Legislature on the activities of the grant program. 
This bill also adds a new section to Chapter 29 establishing a separate fund known as the Hunger-Free Campus Trust Fund, to be administered by the commissioner of higher education. The fund may be credited with revenue from appropriations, gifts and donations, and earned interest. Money from this fund may be used to fund grants and other costs associated with the program. Annually, the commissioner shall file a report to the Legislature on the activities of the fund. 


