Joint Committee on Higher Education
Bill Summary


BILL NUMBER:    H.1467
TITLE: An Act to facilitate student financial assistance  
SPONSORS: Rep. Andy Vargas (Haverhill), Rep. Chynah Tyler (Boston)
HEARING DATE: May 5th, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: July 5th, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY:  
2023-2024 (H.1294): Accompanied a new draft (H.4269). Referred to House Ways and Means. 
2021-2022 (H.1367): Referred to House Ways and Means. 
SIMILAR MATTERS: S.921, Sen. Jo Comerford
BACKGROUND: 
M.G.L. c. 69, § 1D—Statewide educational goals; academic standards; vocational training; grant program
SUMMARY: 
This bill adds a new clause to c. 69, § 1D, declaring it to be the policy of the commonwealth to maximize federal student aid by requiring graduating high school students to submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Students need not comply if they have written authorization from their parent or guardian (or in limited cases, from the principal of their school), or if they are over the age of 18 and choose to submit an exemption form themselves. The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education is required to produce accessible forms for these purposes. All school districts are required to ensure that each student complies with the above provisions and to provide support to ensure compliance. 
This bill also creates a new trust fund to be known as the FAFSA Trust Fund to support students, parents, and guardians with submission of the FAFSA. The fund is to be administered by the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education. The fund shall be eligible to receive money from appropriations, public or private donations (subject to review and approval), and the interest earned on such revenue. Amounts credited to the fund can focus on underserved communities and may be expended for: assisting with implementation of earlier sections of the bill; workshops and other support services; collaboration with stakeholders and community groups to support FAFSA submission. The commissioner shall file annual reports on the activities of the fund.  


