Joint Committee on Higher Education
Bill Summary

BILL NUMBER: House, No. 1468
TITLE: An Act designating the Senator Bill Owens Center at the University of Massachusetts Boston
SPONSORS: Rep. Christopher J. Worrell (Boston)
SIMILAR MATTERS: S.941 (Sen. Liz Miranda)
HEARING DATE: October 16, 2025
REPORTING DEADLINE: December 15, 2025
PRIOR HISTORY: New file. 
BACKGROUND:
William "Bill" Owens (1937–2022) was a Massachusetts politician and businessman. First elected to the Massachusetts State Legislature in 1972 and then as the first Black State Senator in the history of the commonwealth (1974), Bill Owens represented the 2nd Suffolk Senatorial district.
Sen. Owens helped champion the development of Roxbury Community College, the Reggie Lewis Track and Athletic facility, and advocate for LGBTQ equality, respect, and human rights for all. He helped create the State Office of Minority and Women Business Assistance to promote entrepreneurship among minority and women-owned businesses.
SUMMARY:
Changes the name of the Center for African, Caribbean, and Community Development at UMASS Boston to the “Senator Bill Owens Center”. 
The Chancellor of UMASS shall erect and maintain suitable markers for the new name. 
Subject to appropriation, the department of higher education shall provide not less than $250,000 for markers and relevant programming to commemorate the renaming. 

