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CURRENT LAW: 

Chapter 164, Section 34B pertains to the removal or installation of utility poles by distribution companies 

or telephone companies. It requires companies switching out an existing utility pole with a new 

replacement to complete the transfer of wires, all repairs, and the removal of the existing pole from the 

site within 90 days from the date of installation of the new pole. There exists an exception for approved 

commercial or industrial construction projects lasting more than one year. Under such circumstances, the 

company is required to remove the existing pole within six months from the date of installation of the 

new pole.   

 

  



SUMMARY: 

This bill amends Section 34B to require distribution or telephone companies engaging in the replacement 

of poles to complete the transfer of wires, all repairs and the removal of the existing poles within 180 

days. After the expiration of this 180 day period, distribution or telephone companies shall pay a fine of 

$10 per day for the next 30 days to the municipality where the pole is located. This fine increases to $20 

per day for the 30 days thereafter, $30 per day for the 305 days thereafter, and $100 per day thereafter 

until the original pole is removed. 

In the event of approved commercial or industrial construction projects that are expected to take longer 

than 1 year, a company shall remove an existing pole within 12 months. The owner of such poles must 

notify all other users of the removal of a pole 72 hours in advance. Owners may impose a fine on any user 

that has not removed their wiring and other attachments that results in the delay of the pole’s removal. No 

fine shall be issued if a delay is the result of the failure of a city or town to remove its police or fire alarm 

circuits or similar equipment. 

The department of public utilities, in consultation with the department of telecommunications and cable, 

shall adopt regulations no later than January 1, 2027 to implement this section. 


