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SUMMARY:

This bill creates the Solar Neighborhoods Act, which requires that all new buildings shall be built to
accommodate the installation of a solar energy system on their roofs.

Requires the Department of Energy Resources, in consultation with the Board of Building Regulations
and Standards, to adopt amendments to the state building code within 1 year of the passage of this act. To
the extent necessary, the amendments to the building code shall establish separate standards for
residential and commercial buildings, and for different building types and occupancies.

Allows developers to seek an exemption from this requirement if they can show that the effective solar
area is less than 80 contiguous square feet. Developers may also seek an exemption from the required
generating capacity, or a reduction in the required generating capacity for their type of building,(1) if the
effective solar area is 80 contiguous square feet or larger, but is insufficient to allow for the installation of
a solar energy system meeting the minimum requirements established by DOER, or (2) can show that a
solar hot water heater will be installed at the time of construction.

DOER may allow exemptions from the requirements of this Chapter for affordable housing
developments.

Failure to comply with these requirements shall result in a penalty of $10,000 per each violation, or twice
the estimated additional cost that would have been incurred by constructing a building to meet these
requirements, whichever is greater.



