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CURRENT LAW:  

Chapter 164 outlines DPU’s authority and power over the manufacturing and sale of gas and electricity.   

 

SUMMARY:            

Adds a new section to Chapter 164 to address smart/wireless utility meter information.   

 

Adds definitions for electromechanical analog meter, utility company, wireless meter, and equivalent 

technology.   

 

Requires DPU to direct utilities to provide ratepayers with a choice of the type of utility meter to be 

installed at their residence, property, or business, including the option for an electromechanical analog 

meter.  Utilities would be required to allow a ratepayer to retain and operate an electromechanical analog 

meter at no cost, and to replace a wireless meter with a non-transmitting electromechanical meter at no 

cost.   A utility company must obtain the ratepayer’s written consent before installing a wireless meter or 

equivalent technology on the ratepayer’s property, or before altering the functionality of said meter.   

 

A utility company must provide written notice to ratepayers within 90 days of the effective date of this act 

to inform ratepayers if wireless meters have been installed on their properties, and ratepayers shall have 

the right to request that the utility company remove said wireless meters and install in their place 

electromechanical analog meters that emit no radiofrequency electromagnetic radiation. There shall be no 

cost or other periodic usage charges to the ratepayer for such removal, replacement installation, and use of 

a non-wireless utility meter. The utility company shall promptly comply with such removal and 

replacement installation requests.  

 

Utility companies are: prohibited from shutting off service to a ratepayer based on the rate payer’s utility 

usage or on the ratepayer having electromechanical analog meters; prohibited from imposing any 

disincentive on a ratepayer for not consenting to the installation or use of wireless meters; required to 

notify ratepayers in writing that the installation and use of wireless meters are not mandated by state or 

federal law and are not permitted without the ratepayer’s consent; prohibited from discriminating against 

ratepayers who may have medical conditions that are exacerbated by exposures to pulsed microwave 

radio frequencies; and prohibited from installing "equivalent technology", such as direct wireless 

connection to devices in the home or business, on poles or in any other manner near the home or business 

of an individual requesting a non-transmitting meter. The DPU shall establish terms and conditions to 

comply with the requirements of this section. 


